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Dear Gilead Hill Parents/Guardians : 

As you may know, concern has been expressed regarding the quality of drinking water at Gilead Hill School. In 
response to these questions and concerns, the Board of Education hired an independent environmental 
consultant to review all existing data with respect to lead and copper levels in the drinking water, and to collect 
and analyze a wide range of "samples" of water at numerous entry points and locations throughout the school. 
This data will be analyzed at a laboratory to determine any implications for further action to mitigate the 
potential for exposure. The sampling process is expected to be conducted the week of Dec. 9-13. In the 
meantime, the district maintenance staff has been "flushing" the GHS water system at all taps on a daily basis, 
as recommended by the CT Department of Health and the EPA, to further the goal of protecting the health and 
safety of children and adults at GHS. Once the data is analyzed, the consultant will provide a report of findings 
to the Board with suggested recommendations for short-term and long-term actions. 
It is important to note that the district's extent, frequency and results ofrequired testing is in compliance with 
the requirements of the EPA Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) and the data reviewed indicated that all reported lead 
and copper levels are below the respective EPA LCR Action Levels which are: (0.01 Sppm for lead and 1.3ppm 
for copper). Drinking water sampling occurred on a triennial basis (2011. 2014 and 2017) from five randomly
selected indoor taps representative of the four wings of the school. All samples indicated lead and copper levels 
below the EPA LCR Action levels. The 2017 data samples reported lead levels of <0.0010; 0.0013; 0.0040; 
<0.0010 and 0.0099 at the five locations. Water samples were also collected on a triennial basis (2013, 2015 
and 2018) at the "entry point" of the system. Data from these samples indicated no detectable levels of lead 
(<0.0Olppm). 
Please know that parents may send bottled water to school with their children and the staff will accommodate 
all requests. Throughout this process, the district and Town continue to consult regularly with the CT 
Department of Public Health, Drinking Water Section officials. The Board of Education's top priority 
continues to be the health and safety of all students and staff at our schools. 
Please feel free to contact Mrs. Uriano or me with any questions or concerns you have about this matter. 

Best regards, 4. 
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LyJ.e B. Pierson, Ed.D 
Interim Superintendent of Schools 


